
Leo Francis Ford
1894 - 1973

Leo Francis Ford, who was born on October 25, 1894, in Alton, Illinois, and passed away on March 8, 1973, in 
Godfrey, Illinois, exemplified a life of dedication and service. His career began in 1906 at the Hotel Illini as a 
bell boy and night clerk, evolving into a respected men's clothier at Sessel Stores in Alton, Illinois, for over 45 
years. A veteran of World War I, he served at U.S. Army Base Hospital No. 84 in Périgueux, France in the 
Quartermaster Corp.  The area where the hospital was located is now known as Le quartier de Barnabé. 
According to his WWI draft registration, Ford was slender, tall, had blue eyes, and brown hair. In 1936, he 
married Esther Barbara "Peg" Corwin, and they had a son, David Corwin Ford, in 1937. Ford's involvement 
with the Boy Scouts of America began with his son’s troop in the late 1940s. He was elected to serve as the 
Central District Commissioner of the Piasa Bird Council and held this position from 1953 to 1955. His 
involvement with the Boy Scouts of America spanned more than a decade, with most of his service being at the 
district level. Ford was known for his love of fishing and the outdoors. He also participated in and held office in 
numerous professional(2) and fraternal organizations. His legacy is carried on through his son, David, an Eagle 
Scout and recipient of three Bronze Stars for his service with the US Army in Vietnam.

Source: Alton Evening Telegraph, Newspapers.com
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BASE HOSPITAL NO. 84, PERIGUEUX, FRANCEb
Base Hospital No. 84 was organized in April, 1918, at Fort Riley, Kans., from officers and enlisted men of the 
Army at large. The unit received preliminary training at Fort Riley, and on June 27, was transferred to Camp 
Bowie, in Fort Worth, TX,where it was attached to the base hospital of that camp for further training. The 
organization remained at Camp Bowie until August 25, when it left for the port of embarkation; arrived at Camp
Merritt, N. J., August 29; embarked on the Talthybius,August 31; sailed from New York on September 1; arrived
at Liverpool, England,September 13; entrained for Southampton; arrived the same day; crossed the English 
Channel the following night; reached Le Havre, France, September 15. On September 16, the unit entrained for 
its final destination, Perigueux, Department Dordogne, France, base section No. 2, and arrived there September 
18. It was the first hospital unit to arrive at that station, where it functioned as a part of the hospital center there. 
It occupied a type A unit, of 1,000-bed capacity, the buildings of which had nearly been completed on arrival of 
the organization.

The first convoy of patients arrived October 18, and up to February 5, 1919,a total of 2,311 patients had been 
received; of these, 891 were medical and1,420 surgical cases, with 250 operations.

On February 5, 1919, Base Hospital No. 84 ceased operating; turned over its property and records to Base 
Hospital No. 95; sailed from Bordeaux May 11, 1919,on the Otsego; arrived in New York, May 26, 1919; was 
transferred to Camp Bowie, Tex.; and demobilized on July 12, 1919.

COMMANDING OFFICER

Capt. A. E. McReynolds, M. C., April 16, 1918, to July 15, 1918.
Lieut. Col. Peter D. MacNaughton, M. C., July 16, 1918, to September 28, 1918. 
Maj. Harry A. Peyton, M. C., September 29, 1918, to October 2, 1918.
Lieut. Col. B. H. Olmstead, M. C., October 3, 1918, to February 2, 1919.
Lieut. Col. James A. Harvey, M. C., February 3, 1919, to demobilization.

CHIEF OF SURGICAL SERVICE

Maj. Harry A. Peyton, M. C.
Capt. Robert D. Gist, M. C.

CHIEF OF MEDICAL SERVICE

Maj. William R. May, M. C.
Capt. Frank D. Gorham, M. C.

bThe statements of fact appearing herein are based on the "History, Base Hospital No. 84, A. E. F.," 
by the commanding officer of that hospital. The history is on file in the Historical Division, S. G. 
O.,Washington, D. C.-Ed. 

QUARTERMASTER CORP
The Quartermaster Corps had numerous functions and supplied everything from personal equipment, horses, 
ammunition, automobiles, laundry and bath services to one of its most important functions: food. 
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